
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE RAP 

SHEET      December 2012 
A Quarterly  News letter  

 

A Publicat ion of  the Iowa Correct ions Assoc iat ion  

www.IowaICA.com 

 

 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  

 
1  President’s Notes 

 

 2  Fall Conference Summary 
 
 3 4th District RTC 

Announcement 
 

 4 Spring Conference Preview 
 Elections Announcement 
  
5 Treasurer’s Report 
 

6, 7 Management Article, 
memoriam to Larry Stell 

 

8 ICA Board and Standing 
Committees 

 
9 Vendor Information 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ICA is a leader in providing relevant training to criminal justice agencies and beyond.  
As such, we have designated four training regions across the state. Stay tuned for future 
opportunities to attend training in the topics of Ethics, PREA or Motivational 
Interviewing.  We have an excellent training committee that is positioned to make ICA the 
lead organization in professional criminal justice training. 
  
Don’t forget-ICA is always looking for members that want to get more involved in the 
work of the association.   Please contact any board member if you have an interest. 
 
We look forward to serving your needs this year and for many more to come. 
  
On behalf of the ICA Board of Directors,    

Bruce Vander Sanden   

 

 

President’s Notes 
 

It is an exciting time to be a member of ICA.   
The Fall Conference was held in Council Bluffs on September 
26th-28th.  There were 146 registered participants and 
networking opportunities were plentiful.  Workshops were 
well attended and received high marks for their content.  
Congratulations to ICA Vice-President Jen Foltz and her 
committee for providing a quality program for ICA and it’s 
members.  If you missed this event don’t forget that the 
Spring Conference will be held May 8-10, 2013 in Ames, 
Iowa.  It is being co-chaired by Janet Neuschwanger and Russ 
Martin and we are looking forward to being in the 2nd 
Judicial District. 
 
ICA is embracing social media.  Please check out our 
Facebook page.  It provides a great avenue for posting new 
developments and staying connected to members and other 
corrections professionals. 



 

 
 

 2012 FALL CONFERENCE 
 

“Together We Are Stronger” 

 

The 4
th
 Judicial District hosted the 2012 Fall Iowa Corrections Association 

Conference September 26-28, 2012 in Council Bluffs.  Conference Chair Jen 

Foltz organized an amazing conference with top notch workshops, including 

Distracted Driving, Pathological Gambling:  Understanding the Link Between 

Gambling and Crime, High Risk Units, Sex Offender Management, Iowa’s BEP 

Pilot Project, Child’s Play For Adults, Pharmageddon:  The Prescription Drug 

Abuse Crisis, Iowa Sex Offender Registry Overview, Security Threat Groups, 

Ethics in Corrections, The Alphabet Soup of Synthetic Drugs, A Shooting in the 

Heartland, Justice Involved Veterans, Leaving Your Legacy and many more!  

 

The conference was attended by over 150 corrections professionals from across 

Iowa and Nebraska.  The conference provided an opportunity to learn, 

network and strengthen relationships that help us do our work each day.  

Thank you to everyone who attended the conference and made it a huge 

success.  For more information please visit www.iowaica.com 

 
 

 
 

Page 2 

 

THE RAP SHEET 

http://www.iowaica.com/


 
 
 

News from the 4th District 
 

On October 8th, 2012, the 4th District was pleased to announce the 
opening of the Residential Treatment Center (RTC).  The RTC is a 
temporary placement for offenders participating in the Sex Offender 
Treatment Program.  All offenders participating in SOTP are initially 
housed at the RTC, including probation, parole, and all transfer cases.  
During this evaluation period a psychosexual evaluation, including 
multiple psychological assessments and sex offender risk assessments 
are completed.  At the conclusion of the evaluation period the SOTP 
Treatment Team recommends continued placement at the RTC or 
transfer to community supervision.  Offenders participating in SOTP 
progress through a continuum of group treatments including pre-
treatment, primary, and aftercare therapy groups.  In addition, 
compliance with treatment and supervision guidelines is monitored 
through periodic polygraph examinations. We believe this approach 
enhances public safety in addition to improving the likelihood of 
successful re-entry into the community. 
 

Carl Brack, Executive Officer SOTP, 4th Judicial District DOC 
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Please join us May 8-10, 2013 for “Keeping Our Head Above 
Water” at the Gateway Hotel and Conference Center in Ames.   
Outstanding training has been secured for our Spring ICA 
Conference.   Robert (Buzz) Hoffman will kick off the 
conference Wednesday morning with his wide spread 
knowledge of working 35 years in corrections.  We will then be 
educating you with information on Hispanic Gangs in Prison, 
Drug Trafficking Cartels, Re-Entry, Ethics, Restorative Justice, 
Animal Rescue League, low functioning sex offenders, victim 
impact panel, APEX, trauma and lessons of the poker chip, just 
to name a few.  Wednesday evening we will venture nearby to 
Perfect Games where there will be laser tag, bowling, food and 
drink.  Thursday night will be our banquet, which provides an 
opportunity to acknowledge the best of the best across the 
state.  Later that evening will be a comedy presentation entitled 
“It’s Vegas Baby.”  Get ready to relax, rejuvenate, educate and 
enjoy the camaraderie of those around you who desire to serve 
our state. 

 
 

FROM THE ELECTIONS COMMITTEE 

 

The Election Committee would like to remind all members to have 
their membership current/active by March 10th, 2013 in order to 
be able to access the on-line voting.  We will also have paper ballots 
at the Spring conference. 

 

Page 4 

 

 

THE RAP SHEET   



Thanks, Leann and Whitney 

 

      
 
Treasurer's Report  

   

    Aug - Nov 2012 
   

    Income:  
  

 Expenses:   

 
Awards     Awards   

Board of Directors 1.41   Board of Directors 3,638.91 

CEUs 55.00   CEUs 240.00 

Credit Card     Credit Card Fee 35.80 

Elections     Elections   

Fall Conference 1,608.72   Fall Conference 15,431.79 

Legislative      Legislative    

Membership 2,130.00   Membership 15.75 

Multi-Cultural Issues  
 

  Multi-Cultural Issues    

Nominations     Nominations   

Publicity      Publicity  1570..39 

Rapsheet     Rapsheet   

Registration 10,315.00   Registration 415.67 

Spring Conference     Spring Conference 550.00 

T-Shirts  220.00   T-Shirts  1,339.63 

Training & 
Workshops     

Training & 
Workshops   

Vendor 3,365.00   Vendor 2,803.51 

Website     Website 23.90 

Women In 
Corrections  1,302.50   

Women in 
Corrections   

          

Total Income $18,997.63   Total Expenses $24,494.96 

 

    

 

Checking Balance $4095.64  

  
Savings Balance $7,251.46  

  Certificate of 
Deposit $6,239.89  
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Management Article by Randy E. Cole 

“In the Line of Duty”; a memoriam to Correctional Officer Larry Stell 

 

On Thursday, October 11, 2012, Correctional Officer Larry Stell woke up in Helena, Georgia, and 

probably started  his day like many others around America; a little breakfast, catching up on the 

day’s news, looking at his to do list, and considering the plans he and his wife Paula had for the 

upcoming weekend.  Maybe he called and talked to his father & mother, Leroy and Gloria.  He 

probably went online to his Facebook profile to update his blog for “Larry Stell Ministries”, which 

he founded in 2003.  Larry knew he was called by his God to be a light in the darkness and to care 

for the prisoners, the widows, the orphans, the poor, the outcasts; those that are the forgotten in 

our midst.  He volunteered his time to play trombone and sing in churches, nursing homes, 

assisted living facilities.  He had an Internet ministry of music, cards, newsletters, and praise; 

uplifting messages for those hurting and in search of healing. 

When Larry arrived at work that afternoon at the Telfair State Prison in Helena, Georgia, it was 

probably like any other day at the prison; shift change, read the logbooks, check the counts, 

review the kites, review disciplinary activities, security issues, and clear count for first shift to 

leave.  There probably was some talk of the #5 ranked Georgia Bulldogs, or the then undefeated 

Atlanta Falcons.  There also was probably talk about the weather; a beautiful fall day in October; 

low of 54 to high of 78, with the mean temperature a pleasant 66 degrees.  It was a beautiful Fall 

day for doing whatever someone had a fancy to do; jogging, bicycling, fishing, gardening, or 

simply relaxing in the sun with a good book.   

On October 11
th

, I was the A.M. Duty Officer, requiring me to be in here to the Correctional 

Complex earlier than my usual time.  This was also a surprise to my family who knew that they 

are always out the door and on their way before I venture out from the covers.  Lisa would have 

said, “Oh.  Are you the duty officer today or something?”  And, as I wished her and the boys a 

good day and told the dogs that their mother was letting them outside that morning, out the door I 

went.  The day started off in the low 30’s and climbed to a high of 54 degrees in the Cedar Rapids 

area. 

At five p.m. in the afternoon, I was strolling into Wild Bill’s Coffee House at the U of I School of 

Social Work, and was then escorted by Dr. Beth Skinner to her classroom.  I was the guest speaker 

that night.  I shared the past, present, and future practices of sex offender management with the 

students for the next two hours or so.  Beth and I were walking out of North Hall, 20 West 

Davenport St., Iowa City, Iowa, at about 7:30 p.m.  We were both excited that the class went well; 

the students had interesting questions; they seemed engaged in the topic.  And, we talked about 

Beth’s recent good news; a new career in New York as a Senior Policy Analyst.  We talked about  
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Continued from page 6:  Management Article by Randy E. Cole 

“In the Line of Duty”; a memoriam to Correctional Officer Larry Stell 

 

my bunking in her and Tiffany’s guest room in the near future when they got settled.  And, I 

shared some of my work experiences in New York as a trainer and consultant.  We laughed, 

hugged, and smiled as we said goodbye; glad for our friendship and the time that we had working 

together. 

At about 7:30 pm, Correctional Officer Larry Stell had stepped onto the deck of the dormitory 

area of 80 inmates at Telfair State Prison.  It was the last dorm walk he would do.  In moments he 

was fighting for his life.  An inmate with a homemade shank-type weapon stabbed Officer Stell.  

He was repeatedly stabbed until he could defend himself no longer.  Larry Stell was dead at 46 

years old; an eleven year veteran of the Georgia DOC.  The inmate, who has not yet been 

identified, was already serving a life sentence.  Who knows what the last thoughts on Larry’s 

mind were as he died on that dormitory floor.  Given his life, his faith, his legacy, and the blogs of 

family and friends I can venture to guess that he thought of his wife, Paula, his parents, his church 

family and friends at Helena Baptist Church, his ministry work, Jesus and Heaven, and 

forgiveness for the man who had stabbed him.  That’s the kind of faith and beliefs that Larry had; 

he was not a man to hate anyone, for any reason.  I believe he was compelled to forgive.  I believe 

he was met with the words, “well done my good and faithful servant.” 

We just celebrated Veteran’s Day, and a time to honor those that have served our Nation in times 

of war and unrest; many whom paid the ultimate sacrifice.   Those of us in law enforcement and 

correctional services serve daily in a domestic war.  We put ourselves in harm’s way to protect the 

public, to offer help to the helpless and hope to the hopeless.  We strive to provide services to 

offenders so that they can better their lives, repair the harm to victims as best they can, restore 

their families, and re-enter society as productive law abiding citizens of their communities.  And, 

some of us like the veterans of war will give the ultimate sacrifice for our mission while serving in 

the line of duty.  Sadly, not every offender we work with is either willing, or able, to let go of the 

wickedness and evil that has corrupted their lives. 

May we acknowledge Larry Stell and the many other fallen correctional officers by striving to 

also leave the kind of legacy that he and others have left for us; our honorable service for safer 

communities across our district, our state, and our Nation.  Rest in peace, Officer Stell, your work 

here is done, and it is our mission to continue.   

 

Blessings all… 

Randy Cole   
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IOWA CORRECTIONS ASSOCIATION 

Board of Directors 

President:  Bruce VanderSanden 

President-Elect:  Bryan Reicks 

Vice-President:  Jen Foltz 

Secretary:  Tennie Carlson 

Treasurer:  Jane Jansen 

At Large Members:  Katrina Carter, Rita Mueggenberg, Julie Brandt,  

                                    Chad Cangas, Duane Worthy and Julie Vantiger Hicks 
 

IOWA CORRECTIONS ASSOCIATION STANDING COMMITTEES CO-CHAIRS 

FISCAL YEAR 2013 
 

COMMITTEE CO-CHAIR CO-CHAIR BOARD LIAISON 

 

    

AWARDS Becky Schneider  Emma Dedic  Rita Mueggenberg 
 

ELECTIONS  Whitney Mann Lee Ann DeBord Katrina Carter 
 

CEUs  Elizabeth Clark Teneil Cangas  Chad Cangas  
 

LEGISLATIVE Robin Malmberg Katrina Carter  Katrina Carter 
 

MEMBERSHIP Rita Mueggenberg  Rita Mueggenberg 
 

MULTI-CULTURAL Mary Avaux  Jen Foltz 
 

NOMINATIONS   Bryan Reicks 
 

PUBLICITY Kelly Overton  Don Wolter  Bruce Vander Sanden 
 

RAPSHEET Jean Johnson  Tennette Carlson 
 

REGISTRATION  Julie Vantiger Hicks Steve Zdrazil  Bruce Vander Sanden 
 

TRAINING & WORKSHOP Todd Roberts  Duane Worthy  
 

T-SHIRTS/MERCHANDISE   Jen Foltz 
 

VENDORS & WEBSITE Janet Harms  Jane Jansen 
 

WOMENõS ISSUES  Arlene Anderson Julie Brandt 

 

Julie Brandt 
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ICA appreciates the support of our  
Business Partners! 

 

GOLD Sponsorships of ICA Events: 
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2012 Fall Conference Exhibitors 

Ð3M Electronic MonitoringÐ  

ÐAmerican Bio Medica CorporationÐ  

ÐAssessment Services, Inc.  - SCRAMÐ AUTOCLEAR Ð 

Ð BI Incorporated Ð   C.J. Cooper & AssociatesÐ 

Ð CenturyLink Ð Iowa Substance Abuse Information Center Ð  

ÐInnovative Monitoring Systems Ð 

Ð IPI - Prison Industries ÐJpay, Inc.  

Ð Narcotics Anonymous Ð Proteus Ð  

Ð  Securus Technologies Ð  

Ð Simpson College Ð  
 


